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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


BRIAN, 


Lord Biſho o of incheſter, Prelate of the 


Honourable Order of the Garter, 
and Almoner to His Majelty. 


My Honoured Lord, 
= Hoſe learned Jews and Chriſtians, 
who have been curious to find out 
the reaſon of ſome Viſions in the 
Scripture, do affirme , That the 
'Bujh which Moles ſaw unburnt 
| in the midſt of fire, was an Em- 
bleme of the Iſraelites then in 
bondage to the Agyptians, who were not onely preſers 
ved in the midſt of Perſecutions, but thrived under 
their Oppreſsions » hard Tasks and beavy Burthens ; 
and grew more numerous from the politick Arts which 
ſtrived to lefſen and deſtroy them : till at length God 
contrived them a miraculous Deliverance, which with 
their Calamities concluded in a Song. 
When T look back upon our late ſuffering Times, 
(the ſaddeft which I think any Hiſtory hath recorded) 
where Oppreſsion backt with Power made the Rune of. . 


our 


The Epiſtle 
our Church the horrid: ſtep x laddey to the Uſurpation 


of the Crown ; and. where the name of a Biſhop was ſo 
criminal and odious,as fo verifie Teftuflian's fad com 
plaint of bis. brutiſh Times, Nominis &"vocabuli 
rei fuirmus, We were mad? guilty of a Word, and con: 
demned for being Chriſtians, .and the ſtyle was puniſht 
with publick Sales and Sequeſtrations : and when with- 
all I dy conſider, by what unlookt-for way of Providence 
Jour Order and Religion, like a Treaſure ſnatcht from 
ſhipwreck, were ſtupendiouſly reſto) ed after many years 
Confuſiom : Methinks that Buſh which Moſes ſaw 
was the Embleme of our Church, kept ſafe by Miracle 
in the midſt of hungry fire : and the Ship im the Goſpel 
was preſented to my eyes, where Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were toſt in an-hideous Storm; but he waked and ſtilled 
the Winds, and put a calmneſs to the Sea. 

In theſe dayes of publick Calamity, I was curious to 
obſerve how ſeveral men behaved themſelves m ſtrug- 
ling with their dangers. T ſaw ſome take for their pa- 
tern the Prophet Jonas i in a ſtorm, who ſlept ſecurely 
and untroubled when hs Shipwreck rolled about him. 
[jaw others ſo much Cowards, that to preſerve their 
wretched Fortunes they compounded with the Tempeſt, 
and made a League and Fr rendſhip with the Winds ; 
nay, Servilely revived the Religion of thoſe baſe timo: 
rows Heathens, who worſhipz every thing they fear'd, 
and ſacrificed to Furies , and built Altars to their 
Plagues. I faw others of anobler and more ſtout and 
| Chriftian 


Dedicatory. 

Chriſtian Temper ( whoſe Juſt reward 1 now.to ſhine 
like Stars of Honour in 'the Church) immovably reſo- 
lute to maintain their Loyalty and Conſcience with the 
loſs of their Lives, as they had already with their For- 
Tunes. 

let, Thope, it will be no diminution of their Vertues, 
if Tſay, That your Lordſhips Carriage m theſe Times 
of Perſecution was to me moſt remarkable ; who by your 
happy Reſtitution, and addition of more Honor, have 
been made a greater Biſhop, but not. a greater Perſon, 
then you were mm your loweſt ebbe of Fortune. 

The payment of your Vow in your building of an 
Alms-houſe on the place where you your ſelf '{o often ate, 
not wanting of an Almes, but weeping o're the Proſpect 
not then pleaſant to your Eye, becauſe your proper buſt- 
neſs there was to aske the paſſers by, Tf ever there were 

orrows like to the ſorrows of this Nation ; Your large 
Bounty to the.College of which T am a Member, which, 
if Iſhould name the Summe, would make the world be- 
lieve you meant to found a new College, and not complete | 
an old ; Your dying Liberalities bequeathed to others in 
your Will, even to your meaneſt Servants, who were your 
ſervants m diſtreſs, are things which do proclaim you a 
great and noble Benefador. But theſe are but the 
200d deeds of your Fortune, done by the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, the Charities of one poſſeſt with plenty and az 
bundance ; your Rents and Mannors here ſhare with 


Jou as Co- founders : and your new Almes-houſe might 
have 


The Epiſtk 
have it written onthe Walls, A poor Biſhop vow'd 
this Houſe, but a great and wealthy built ic. 

That which made you truly great and reverend in 
my eyes, was to look into your noble Heart, your large 
and bounteous Mind, where your Good Deeds now, were 
then but Wiſhes and Deſigns. You were truly great to 
me, when TI ſaw you in your Poverty anticipate your 
Almes-houſe, and be liberal at your door : and the poor 
people in your Houſe now, had then places at your 

Gate'; when being reduced to the laſt Cruſe of Oyle, 
you made the drops run to others ; and when there was 
but a handful of Meal left mm the little Barrel, you then 
dealt your Loaf to thoſe who wanted daily bread. In 
ſhort, when you had but two Coats left, to give one to the 
naked ; when you had hardly more then one Diſh, to 
make the poor your Gueſts ; to ſee you walk up your Full 
with not much money in your purſe, and return back 
with none ; but then to think of laying up Treaſures 
in Heaven, when you had fo little left on Earth, was a 
Charity which raiſed in me a religious Admiration, and 
lookt ſomething like the Miracle wrought by our Savi- 
our in the Goſpel, where Multitudes were fed with two 
fiſhes and five loaves. | 

Nor may I, without ſome Injuſtice to your Vertues, 
forbear tolet the world know, T hat I never ſaw Affli- 
Fions born with a more ſerene and even temper then you 
did yours ; who in the worſt of Times ſtood like a firme 
wnſhaken Rock in the midſt of angry waves ; your 


Courage 
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Courage fill the ſame, unbroken or undiſturbed with a- 
ny fad Diſaſters not more publick then your owne. 
The old Church of England ſtill kept up im your 
Houſe, with all its Formes and Rites, though pub- 
lickly forbidden ; Prayers conſtantly, and twice a 
day, read by you for the King, at atime when ſuch 
Devotions were made Treaſon by the Tyrant ; and 
Weekly Sermons preacht before you, filled with ſo much 
Loyalty and Truth, as would any whereelſe have caſt 
the Preacher into Bonds if not ſent him from his Pulpit 
to the place of Execution. ; | 

To all this your Lordſhips continued Kindneſſes 
tome, by which Ican compute my ſelf almoſt grown 
aged in your Favours ; your encouragement of my youn- 
ger Studies, which grew up under your Example ; 
your Reſcue of me from a Shipwreck in the late un- 
doing Times, when being toft, and ſtript of all, yous 
were the Plank to ſave me, and threw me out a line 
which drew me ſafe to ſhore ; are Reaſons ſufficient to 
let the World know, that of moſt ſins I think Ingratitude 
the Worſt. 

Being therefore fairly invited at firſt to preach 
this Sermon, and ſince by ſeveral Hearers of it to 
make it this Way publick, I beſeech your Lordſhip to 
allow it the ſhadow of your Wing ; and to accept it, 
not as a full payment of my Debts to you, ( for this 


wery Dedication of it ſets me deeper on your ſcore ) 
p | but 


YE I En 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
but as a Teſtimony how much greater my Deſires are 


then my Abilities or Parts, to let the World know 
how unfeignedly Tam | 


| þ ' 
E | Your Lordſhips Z 


Moſt obliged and very 
Feb,26.1661, 


;  -  -Sgrateful Servant, 


JASPER MAINE. 


Neglef not the Gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by Prophecy , with the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. 


THe PREFACE. 


Heights and Buildings , that 
they may be exact, and gain 
a reverence from the Eye, 
great Preparations are made 
= towards the Erection of the 
| Pile, the beſt Maſters in that Art are taken in- 
to counſel, and Yitruvius is conſulted to afilt it 
with his Rules; Platforms are drawn, and Mo 
dels are contrived, that what was bur: a Scheme . 
may be bronghr into a Struture : Which made 
Ariſtotle ſay,wwhen he ſpoke like a Philoſopher, bur 


ſoas that his ſaying holds in ArchiteFure too, 
4 B 2 Thar 


| in the raiſing of the nobleſt 


DET 
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Thar a material Houſe or Palace ſprings from 
an immaterial; and the Pile, which 1s the creature 
of the Workmans To! without, was firlt ſhap'd 
and form'd by ſome deſigning mind within : 
Laſtly, as when the materials are all ready and 
prepared, ſome are ſet on work to hew and 
ſquare the Stones, others to diſpoſe them into 
their ſeveral feats and ſtations, others to overſee 
that the Workmen doe their Duties, and thar all 
things be done regularly, as the. Surveyors ſhall 
direct : So God hath proceeded by the ſame 
courſeand method, in the deltgning, thaping, 
forming and building of his Church. 

Upon whoſe rude beginnings if we caſt our 
eyes, as it firſt appeared in the times before the 
Law, though it began with the World, and be 
as:ancient as Mankind, and had the ſame Cor- 
ner-ſtone laid which now* {ſupports the Build- 
ing, in the promiſed Seed, which was to bruiſe 
the Serpents head ; yer that Corner-ſtone being. 
wrapt up in a Myſtery, and many thouſand 
years required to remove the Veil and Cloud, 
Twas but then a Church creeping forth. our of 
che Quarrey, without a hand to giveit its juſt 
feature and perfection. *Tis true indeed, the 
Light of Nature, helpt by the light and gui- 
dance of Tradition, ſufhciently inform'd men 
that God was to be worſhip'd ; but the way or 

EF manner 
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manner how, the work and perſon of the 
Prieſt, the time when, the place where, with 
what holy Forms and Rites, was left wholly ro 
their Reaſon to diſcover and find our. 

So that in the ſtate of Nature the caſe ſtood 
with Religion, as ſome have obſerved it did 
with .the firſt Eflayes in Painting ; unskilful 
mea at firſt drew faces with a Coale, ro which 
after-times found Colours, and gave beauty by 
their Pencil. Or, it you will hear me ſpeak in 
che language of a Poet, in this imperfect ſtare 
of Nature the caſe ſtood with Godin a way of 


» - Service and Religion, as.it did with the farſt 
Jupiter at. Rome ; 


Hdibus exiguts habitabat Jupiter mgens,. 
Inq; Jovis dextra fiftile fulmen erat. 


He was fo ruſtickly adored, that a Thatchr. 
Cottage was his Temple, where he ſtood hold: 
ing an \Excben Thunder in his hand. 

To redeem himſelf from ſo much rudenels 
of Devotion, and to.contrive a Worſhip {ome 
way worthy of his Greatneſs, in the times of 
the Law he chole unto himſelf a (elect, peculiar 
People, which he formed into a Church; and 


placed ir for ſome Ages like a City on a Hill, to. 


invitetheerring World:o be irs Proſelytes and 


Converts.. 
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Converts. His Service here below was taught 
to movelike the Heavens above, in a well-cu- 
ned harmony and mulick of the Spheres. A 
High-prieft was appoinred , and the: Miter ſet 
upon his head; and inferiour Prieſts and Le- 
vites had their lower Orbs aſsigned them. Sa- 
crifices were preſcribed, and the buſineſs of the 
Temple proportion'd and cur out to the ſeveral 
» Orders and Degrees of thoſe, who thus diſtin- 
guiſh'd were to wait upon the Altar : and the 
diſtintion was ſo ſacred, and the ſeveral 
bounds ſo ſet, that as the Levite was not to in- 
vade the Office of the Prieft, lotholſe inferiour 
Prieſts who broke beyond their bounds, and 
attempred to invade the Office of the Figh- 
prieſt, were not {aid to offer Sacrifice, but ſtrange 
fire before the Lord, and periſh'd fer their 
boldneſs with their Cez;ſers in their hands : To 
letus ſee, that God was then the God of Order, 
and turn'd ſuch mens Oblations into their 
ruine and deſtruction. 


Yer the jewiſh Church thus modelled by Al- 


mighty God himſelf, was but the imperfect * 


draught and plattorm of a much holier Church 
ro come. *T'was bur like their Tabernacle, 
their Houſe of Offerings and Oblations, a 
- moveable Pavilion, or 'Tent fitted for a march 
towardsa Land of Promile, not yet diſcovered 
co 
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The Preface. 


to their eye ; where that tranſitory Building, 
that Temple made of threds, was to be taken 
down to make way for one more laſting. In 
ſhort, as'tis obſerved, (and 'tis St. Auſtins Ob- 


ſervation) Thar in the forming of the Fewiſh 


Church the platform was firſt drawn, and pre- 
ſented in a holy Scheme to Moſes in the 
Mount ; fo when that Scheme or Platform 
was wrought intoa Fabrick, when that which 
was 2 Pattern became a bodied Truth, even 
that glorious Church, in the midt of all its 
fplendour, was bur a type and ſhadow of the 
Chriſtian Churchto come. Some of the old lines 
were indeed to be preſerved, but with the addi- 


' tion of new colours drawing nearer to thelife. 


a High-prieſt was to be retained, but wich his 
Robes and Miter changed; the Order of Aaron 
was to pals into the Order of Melchiſedeck ; no 
longer to remain the Prieſt of one private, ſingle 


People, but to be the publick Prieft of all the 


- Nations in the World. 'The inferiour Prieſts 


and Levites too were to ſhift and change their 
Ephods, and to paſs into the Chriſtian Presbyter 
and Deacon. 

And now to hold you no longer in the 
Porch and Entrance of this Sermon , bur to 
draw this Jarge Circle to its intended Point 


and Centre ; to reduce thoie Shadows into 
Sub- 
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Subſtance, and thoſe Platforms into Building , 
to form a new Church out of the ruines of an 
old, ftupendious in the raiſing, and eternal in 
duration ; to make the Scripture-Prophecy be- 
come true authentick Story, and the Glory of 
the ſecond Temple to eclipſe and drown the firſt 
to break down the Partition-Wall which divided 
Jews from Gentiles , to {quare diſproportion'd 
Subjects,and uniteall Nations in one Faith, and 
by one commonGoſpel to bring them to Salvati- 
on; was a Work reſerved for none but Chriſt 
the Son of God himſelf. Who, as he was be- 
fore deſigned to be the Head of this new Church, 
fo, that he might be the Founder and Foundation 
of it., the chief Corner-ſtone and great Maſter- 


builder too, all the Powers of Heaven did help to 
carry on the Work. 


I think I need not tell you, that the Goſpel, 


like the Law, was at firſt proclaimed by the 
Miniſtry of Angels ; that Jacobs dream and viſion 
was made by them true ſtory; a Ladder was ſet 
up which reach'd from Earth to Heaven, and 
| they aſcending and deſcending with ſacred Meſſla- 
ges ro Men. Nay, the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, who 
foretold this in the old Teſtament, was moſt 
buſily imployed ro fulfill it in thenew.: every 
Sermon preach'd was attended with a miracle ; 
' and the Dofrine ſigned and ratified with holy 
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A Conſfecration Sermon, c. 

prodigies and Wonders ; the Preachers all inſpired 
with gifts proportion'd to their Work, and en- 
abled by thoſe gifts to go and teach all Nations. 
Nay, ſo ſollicicous and careful was this holy Sp; 
rit of God to provide fit Succeſſors to thole inſpi- 
red and gifted Teachers, that for many years af- 
rerthe firſt plantation ofthe Goſpel, not a Biſhop 
was inſtalled or admitted to his Chair, not a Pa- 
ſtor to his Charge, not a Deacon to "his Table, 
which was not firſt deſigned, and named, and 
qualified by him. And this I might prove to 
you by ſeveral places of the Scripture, but none 
more clear then this which I have choſen: for 
my Text; where St. Paul (ayes to one of thoſe 
new conſecrated Biſhops, Negle& not tne Gift that 
is in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy, with the 
laying 02 of the Hands of the Presbytery. 


and 


N which words you have theſe conſiderabie The Divifer. 


Parts. Firſt, the Perſon here conlecrated to 

the ſacred Off ce of a Biſhop: that was Timothy, 
exprelt in this Un Thee. Next, his Qualification 
for that divine and facred Office : he WAS 4 Gifted 
man, a man fitted for that Honour ; expreſt in 
this 'word xdeue, The Gift that is in thee. Third- 
ly, his Conge D'Eflire, or Deſignation to that o 


fice by rhe Holy Ghoſt, the Author of t 
Gift : *ewas given him « ngpldes, by the pre: 


C dition 
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7 - A Confecration Sermon. 
diftion" of the Prophets. Fourthly , the Forme 
of his. Conſecration to that Office : the holy Ghoſt 
deſigned him, but the Church gave him Ordina- 
tion; *ewas done by the laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery. Laſtly, St. Pauls fatherly Advice 
to him for his Deportment in that Office , in 
rheſe words, Negle&t not the Gift which was thus 
beſtowed upon thee. Of theſe in this order ; 
and firſt of the Perſon, that was Timothy, expreſt 
in this word T hee. | | 

As the diſtance between God and Man was 
ſo great , that none bur one who was com- 
pounded of both Natures was fit to reconcile 
them, or to be a Mediator ; ſo in reconciling the 
Jews to the Gentiles, to make them piece and 
joyn in one united Church, none was ſo fit to 
procure a good liking and agreement. 2+ gre if 


__ 224 av VILC LL 
whom bor! parties had an equal Intereſt & claim. 
Row of all the men deligned by God to ac- 
compliſh that great Work, I know none in all 
kinds ſo well fitted and propottion'd as this ho- 
{y man, the Biſhop in this Text ; whoſe very birth 
diſpoſed him to break down Partition-walls, and 
to be a Reconciter of both parties from the womb. 
| Por, if we enquire into his Orgmal or Brrth, 
az cis fer down in the Church-book, #5 16. his 
Mother was a Jeweſs, but a Jewveſs made a Chri- 
Fian ; and his Facher was a Greek, but well- 
afte&ted 


as 
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affected to the Jews, as you may read in the hrſt 
Verſe of that Chapter : not a Greek Helleniſt, or 
Jew bred in Greece, called fo from the Grecian 
Language which he ſpoke; nor a Greek in the 
Grecian lenſe, a man oppoſed to a Barbarian: 
but a Greek inthe general acception of the Scri- 
pture, which divides the whole World of men 
into two Members, Jews and Greeks. For, it 
we may give credit tothe Syriack Tranſlator, he 
was Arames, that is, no Greek, but Syrian : or 
as the Latine Interpreter more largely hath deſcri- 
bed him, he was Homo Gentilis, that is, no few, 
bur Gentile. | 
And as his Birth did thus prepare him to 
preach the Goſpel to all Nations, ſo St. Paw, 


who well knew the advantage of this mixture, 


and how readily a Jew would hearken to a few, 
and a Gentile be perſwaded by one who was 4 
Gentile , to make his Capaciry more paſlable 


and currant, thought fit to circumciſe him , 


though he were before a Chriſtian ; as you may 
read at the fourth Verle of that Chapter. That 
by imploying one to preach who was a baptiſed 
Jew, and one who withall was a arcumciſed Bex 
liever, all prejudices might be ſtopt, and no ob- 
jection left to hinder or obſtruct the free paſ- 
ſage of his Sermons. For that this was the 


reaſon why he circumciſed him, namely, not to 
CG 9 oblige 
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| oblige him to obſerveand keep the Law, but to 
remove obſtructions from his preaching of the 


Goſpel, is evident from the end and cloſe of that 


Verſe, which fayes, that St. Paul in a holy pru- 
dence did it, becauſe T hey all knew that his Father 
was a Greek. | 

And certainly, as St. Paul by this a&ion, this 
politick deſign, gained juſtly to himſelf the repu- 
tation of that ſtyle, which he beſtows upon 
himſelf, of being 0099 g &exilixloy, A wiſe Maſter- 
builder, in the third Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
ro the Corinthians , at the tenth Verſe ; one 
who knew how to fit his Tools to his. Matter, to 
hew rude Subje&s to his Ends, and to givethem 


ſhape and form, ſo as to work upon the tempers of 


diſagreeing Minds: ſo no paſlage more con- 
firms that rare Deſcription of his Art, which he 
makes in the 9. Chapter of that Epiltle, ar the 
20. Verſeand forwards, where he {ayes, That 
he became all things to all men, as a Jew to the Fews, 
and as a Gentile to the Gentiles; to. them under. the 
Law as a man lock'd up in ſhackles, to them 
without Law asat perfect liberty. and freedom : 


And all this to campaſs his. great Catholick De- 


 frien, which was to bring, if poſsible, both par- 


ties to lalvation. 


Next then, as his Birth did much contribute 


to his Fun&ion, fo his Education contributed 
| much: 


- 


Us 


» 
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Preached at Lambeth. 
much more. He was bred in a Family upon 
which Religion ſeem'd entail'd, where Piety ran 
in a bloud, and lineally deſcended, like YVertue 
of Inheritance, from the Parents to the Child. 
St. Paul ſpeaking of his Mother Eunice, and his 
Grandmother Low, in the 1. Chapter of his 
2. Epiſtle to him, at the 5. Verle, layes, It very 
much rejoyced him to find the ſame unfeigned Faith in 
him, which in a holy Pedegree he received and 
rook from them. 

And certainly, as il! fm haththe power 
to convey hereditary Vices to intect by being ſeen, 
and ro corrupt by. imitation. « nay, as Vice in the 
Parent hath ſuch an influeiceon the Child, as to 
think it diſobedience where the Parent is a ſm- 
ner,not to beas wicked and as great a /ameyr too : 
(As the young Virgin in the Poet ſeeing her un- 
chaſt, laſcivious Mother write Letters to her looſe 
Adulterer and Servant, thought her {elt obliged 
to think Chaſtity a l1n, and ſo. learnt in time' ro 
write ſuch Letters roo; orasthe- young Gentle- 
man, whole Father was a Gameſter, : learnt to 
handle Dice, and ſtake whole Mannors at a 
Throw) So good Example hath the like power 
tro infe&t by being ſeen, and '/ertues: "ay! like 


Vices be madehereditary too. 


Bur beſides thoſe feeds of Yertue ſown in. him 


by his Parents , St. Paul himſelf had been his 
Tutor,, 
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Tutor, and had the forming of his manners, he 
was bred up in his School co that ripeneſs and 
perfection, that he ſuperſcribes this Zpi/tle to 
him as to one begotten by him : To Timothy my 
Son, ſayes he; nay, ymoly riwe wi, To Timothy my 
own Son, {ayes our Engliſh Tranſlation, 

But the word yrie-@ 1n the Greek, if we may 
believe St. Jerome, 1s a word to which no other 
Tongue can find a word to match it; a word 
which in all kinds ſignifies the Sor to have ſuch 
a near reſemblance to the Father, as almoſt to 
confirm the Opinion of Andreas Dudithius, who, 
in his book De Conjugic Presbyterorum, maintains 
that St. Payl was married and had children, 
like St. Peter. Of which, but that we know 
his Father was a Greek, the word 2wior& might 

erſwade us that this Timothy was one. 

Indeed the reſemblance between them was 

 ſogreat, that as in other births and natural gene- 
rations the marks to diſtinguiſh the true-born 
from the ſpurious are the likenels of the child in 
ſhape and vilage to the parent, 
Sic oculos, ſic ile manys, fic ora ferebat , 


If hehavye his Fatherseyes and cheeks, looks, hands 


and gefthres too, we may conclude him genuine, 


and the Parent twice the ſame : So St. Jerome in 
his cloſe Interpretation of that word, proceeds by 
a diſtin&ion, which holds comparatively true ; 
St. 


———————. 
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St. Paul had many Sons, ſayes he, whom he 


converted to the Faith, as the Corinthians and 


Epheſians, whom he vouchſafes to call his Sons : 
But the {tyle of Toxvey tyyiguor, OC Filius LQermanus, 
the {tyle of true-born Son, lo in all things like 
himſelf, as not to be more the Son of the Parents 
that begot him,then he was his morum filius, the 
Of-ſpring of his Mind, fo furniſhc with his -vey- 
tues, ſo accompliſh'd with his gifts, ſo zealous 
in his preaching, ſo valiant in affiftions, ſo ative 
in his ſpreading the Goſpel through the World, 
was a ityle beſtowed on none but this Timothy 
and Titus: As it all others were his Baſtard-ſons, 
begot upon ſome Hagar,. and onely thele two 
were legitimate. It is St..Ferome (ayes fo. 
In ſhort, as likeneſs in manners begets a dearneſs 
in affefions, and. as a friendſhip in affeftions be- 
ers a likeneſs in. engagements ; {o St. Paul made 
him his Fellow-labourer and Aſſociate. When the 


Decrees of the Apoſtles were to be diſperſt, made - 
in-their general Council aflembled* ar Jeruſalem, 


this Timothy was choſen to afiſt him in his Tra-- 
vels; as you may read in the 16. Chapter of 
the Afts, at the 4. Verſe. When an Evangeliſt 
was to be ſent to confirm thoſe diſtant Churches, 
which St. Paul-himſelf had planted, but was nor 
able to re-viſit, this Timothy was ſent as his Depu- 
ty-Lieutenant ; as you. may read in ſeveral Epi- 
ſtles to thoſe Churches. To. 
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To all this, ſuch a holy prudence ſhined forth 


m all his a&tions, his Morals were ſo good and 
ſo ſeaſoned with Religion, that his Name was 
like that precious Oyntment in the Scripture, {till 
breathing forth perfumes in all places where he 
came : For, he was well reported of, he was above 
all reproch. and ſcandal; as you may read at 
the 3. Verſe of that Chapter. 

And of ſuch Inſtruments as this did the Holy 
Ghoſt make choice to be Preachers of the Goſpel, 
and Rulers in the Church: Men, whole Life as 
well as Do&rine was ſtill Sermon to the People; 
men, who confuced Yice not more by argument 
and reaſon, then by their blameleſs carriage and 
verruous converſation. "T'was againſt the Oeconomy 
and Diſcipline of Heaven,to ſend men into Gods 
Vineyard who went drunk into the Field; and 


who minded not the vime, but the vintage;grape 
and wine. And the Holy Ghoſt himſelf had er- 


. red, had he given his Pearls to Swine, to the ſen- 


ſual or intemperate, ſtill wallowing in the mare : 
or had he taken his holy things, and caſt them 
unto Dogs ; no ſooner eaſed of one diſtemper, but 
returning to another. No cloven Tongues of fire 
did fit upon their heads, whole tempers were 
fill coven, ſtill kindling Flames and Fa&ons, (till 
breaking of Gods people into diviſions, rents and 
{chiſms. The gift of Knowledge was not dropt 


upon 
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upon the ambitions, proud, high-minded , their 
Bladder ſwelled roo much, and was too much 
puft up before. To him that hath [hall be given, was 
the Rule Gods Spirit went by ; and more gifts 
were given to him who had well imployed the 
former. Which leads me on to the xdvops, or Gift, 
here 1n this Text, and comes in the next place 


to cravea room in your Attentions. 
The Saying of our Saviour Chriſt when he 


iþ 2 


| ipoke it was ſo true, in the 10. Chapter of / His tis Sal 


St. Luke at the 2. Verſe, The Harveſt truly # great, © 
but the Labourers are few: that co increaſe their 
number, and to fit them for the work, the Holy 
Ghoſt was fainto intereſt himſelf in the choice 
of workmen, and the qualifying of them too : His 
work and buſineſs” twas to ſend men into the 
Field, and to teach them how to manage and 
uſe their Sickle roo. 

The Men already choſen, if their number 
had been greater, where a World was to be con- 
verted, were too diſproportion'd for the Har- 
veſt. Beſides , they wanted parts for ſo great an 
undertaking; unleſs they could have done like 


theman in Eunapius a Greek Hiſtorian, who tells ' 


us of one Zdefins, who had ſo much the Spiric 
of Divination in his power, that he would but 
clap a Wreath of Lawrel on his head, and 
ſtraight ſpeak by Inſpiration, ſtraight put himſelf 
D ; 
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im Raptures, and utter learned Oracles, to the 

great amazement of the Hearers. 
The Apoſtles were not all bred atthe feet of 
Gamaliel, but were as' yet unlearned, men called 
from mending Nets, fitter to deal with Fifhes, 
and to put forth a Boat to Sea, then to caſt their 
Nets on Land, and there catch men in the Tnclo- 
ſure. Belides, being Jews, they were hardly fir 
co preach to Jews; for where was their gift of 
Miracles to work upon the Jews, who were onely 
to be gained by Miracles and Wonders ? Had they 
preachr tothe Gentiles, where was their gift of 
Tongues, to preach to all Nations , who could 
{peak no Tongues but one ? Had Chriſt ſent to 
Athens to ſtock himlelf with Preachers, he might 
have found great Scholars: there, but hard to be 
perſwaded to forfake their own Schools, and to 
liſt themſelves in hs: Nay, theſe for ſome Ages 
were the greateſt Enemies of the Faith, men 
who- meaſured Truth by Ariſtales Precepts, 
and would believe no more then what ſome 
Plato taught : Nay', men who, like Por- 
phyries, called the Chriſtian Religion Barbaram 
philoſophiam , A barbarous Philoſophy ; A new 
Dottrine creeping forth into the World by the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching ; affraid ro enter combare 
with any rational Diſpute, orto endure atryal 
where. right Reaſon.was opponent.. According to 
| that 
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that which St. Paul hath delivered in the firſt 
Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, at 
22,23. Verſes, where he ſayes, The Jews require a 
fegn, and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom. That 1s, the 
Jews would believe no more of the Goſpel then 
they ſaw.confirmed by miracle, and provd by 
fegns and wonders : And the learned Greeks or 
Gentiles would admit no more then they ſaw 
confirmed by Syllogiſme, and proved by Demo: - 
ftration. In this ſcarcity of Preachers then, to 
win upon all parties, and to captivate both Jews 
and Gentiles to the obedience of the Goſpel, rhe 
Holy, Ghoſt pour'd forth his gifts, proportion'd to 
the work which each man was to do, as Time, 
Place and Countrey needed : To one was gi- | 
ven the Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word 
of Knowledge, to another Prophecy, to another 
the gift of Healmg, to another the gift of Miracles, 
tro another the gift to diſcern true Prophets 
from the falſe, to another the gift of Tongues, to 
another the eift cointerpret the ſenſe and mean- 
ing ofthoſe Tongues : And all theſe wrought that 
one and ſelf-ſame Spirit "gs 13 evugicey, for the build- 
ing of the Church; as you may read in the 
12. Chapter ofthe firſt Epiſtle co the: Cormthians, 
the 11. fhrſt Verſes. 

Now in the diſtribution and imparting of 


thoſe gifrs, unleſs it were our Saviour Chriſt the 
D232 Son 
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Son of God himſelf, in whom this holy'Spiric 


" hadnolimit, bound or meaſare, he never did 


pour forth himſelf in ſuch overflowing gifts as 
he did on the Apoſtles, the firſt Preachers of 


; the Goſpel, The old Prophets had him ſparingly, 
p 


more ſprinkled then poured forth; he was to 


them a little Brook, to theſe a full-tide Sea; he fell 


in fingle drops on them , on theſe in full-grown 

howres. Beſides, they had him but ſometimes, 
theſe to themſelves and heirs : they were able, 
like a firm Eftace, to bequeath him in their 
Wills, and to make him their gift ro others, as 
he was his own gift to them; for whereever = | 


| laid their Hands the holy Ghoſt ſtill followed. 


The gift of Tongues, of Prophecy, of Miracles and: 
Healing, were as naturally diffuſed by them as. 
the Sun ſheds light and beams. 

And now I ſpeak of Miracles, methinksthe 
perſons were the greateſt, upon whom this holy 
Spiric did thus pour forth his gifts. That men 
not bred to Letrers ſhould ſuddenly grow wiſe, 
and be every onea Schodl and Athens to himſelf; 


 tobeablero maintain Diſputes with great Sche- 


lars of all Sefs; ro makea Sadducee confeſs there 
was a Reſurrection, and ro makea Phariſee recant 
his falſe Sloſs on the Law; nay, to make A#i- 


feotles ſchool ſend forth Diſciples unto Chriſt, and. 


co erect a new Church in Plato's Commonwealth, to 
| | {ee 
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ſee a Zenoor Chryfippus ſurrender up his Chair, 
and fir at rhe feet ofa poor Fiſherman inſpired; 
to hear an Apollos ſo eloquent in Preaching, as 
if fome Tally or Demoſthenes were got up into the 


Pulpit; to hear men fpeak all Languages, who E 


had learned no Tongue but one, ſo as to be 
thought Natives in all Conmuries where they 
came, and who travelled chrough the World, yet 
never went from home ;- laſtly, to fee a plain 
unskilful man, who never heard of Galen, and 
co whom Hippocrates was utterly unknown, 
withourt the help of medicines do Cures beyond 
the power of Phyfick, to cure Palfies, Fevers, 
Dropfies, Gouts, by chebare virtue of a Word ro 
make blind men ſee, and lame men walk , by virtue 
ofa Touch, nay, to make their ſhadows do the 
buſineſs of Phyſicians, and to cure all Diſcaſes by 
cheir bare ſhadows paſcing by : "Theſe, theſe in- 
deed were gifts which bore down the World be- 
fore them, theſe changed the face of Empires, 
and gave new form to States; converted Hea- 
thens into Chriſtians, and Idolaters to Saints. 


Now, whether all thele gifts, or any one of 


theſe, were the xd, or gift here given to this 
Biſhop, becauſe this Text is filenc, E cannot well 
determine. Grotius thinks it was the gift of 
Tongues; and perhaps his reaſon was, becauſe 
being-an Evangeliſt and Co- -adjutor to St. Paul, 
whoſe 
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whoſe task and buſineſs 'twas to preach the Go- 


ſpel ro all Nations, this could not well be done 


without the Language of all Nations. 

Others think it was the gift of Wiſdom, by 
which without the help of Books he was inſp1- 
red with Knowledge. But then why did St. Paul, 
in the Verſe next before this 'Text, bid him im- 
prove himſelf by ſtudy, and addi& himſelf toread- 
ing and exhortation till be came ? Where by Reading 
ſure is meant the Theory of Knowſedge, by. Exhor- 
tation theexerciſe and reduction of it into praftice. 

Others therefore chink, that here is meant 
the gift of Healing. Burt then St. Chry/oſtoms diſ- 
pure in his Honuly on that Text, Drink: no longer 
Water, but uſe a little Wine for thy Stomachs ſake and 
often Infirmities, will deſerve tobe conſidered, 


_ andtohave the Queſtion askr, Why, it he had 


the gift of Healing, did he not heal himſelf ? un- 
leſs this may be an Anſwer, That being bur a 
Novice, or young man, endued with the gifts and 


parts of old, God would not give him leaveto 


cure this weakneſſe in himlelt, leſt his gift of 
Knowledge ſhould fwelland puff him up. Since 
the gifts of the holy: Ghoſt are not fo ſecure from 
danger, but that they may degenerate into hig/- 
mindedneſſe and pride. I -; | 
Nay, this it ſeems was St. Pauls very cale; 
who though he had the gift of healing to that mi- 


raculous 
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raculous degree, as to be able to raiſe men from 
the dead;yer after his ſtrange Rapture up into the 
third Heaven, after all the glorious Y:ſions and 
Revelations of that place, leſt he ſhould be exal- 
ted above the meaſure of a man; A thorn in the fleſh, 
called the Meſſenger of Satan, was ſent to buffet | 
'him, and to humble him again : in the 12. 
Chapter of the 2. Epiſtle to the Cormthians, at 
the 7. Verſe: Where ſomeroo injuriouſly, and 
ro0 unchaſtely too, by thar thorn-in the fleſh con- 
ceive ſome concup iſcence or luſt, but he himſelf 
calls it an infirmity or weakneſſe, for which his gift 
of Healing could'not contrivea cure; as you may 
gather from the 8, &'9. Verſes of char Chapter. 
Bur now after allthis which: I hitherto have 
faid, what if the xdeoue, or gift, here mentio- 
ned in this Text, were none of all theſe, bur the 
very Office of a Biſhop, here given him by Pro- 
phecy, with the laying on of hands ? Certainly , if 
thoſe- ancient Fathers and great Lights of the 
Church, who living near the Spring-head did 
{ee the tr eam run clear, wrote not by a falſe 
light, which deceived themſelves and others : 
St. Jerome, Ambroſe, Haymo, Primaſius, and ſome 
others, in which number was Lyranus, were of 
this Opinion. "Nay, the 2. Canon of the Nicene 
Conncil, the 18. Canon of the Council of Ancyra, the 
x01: Canon of the Council called: in Africk , do 
ſpeak. 
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ſpeak as if thoſe Fathers did cither make thoſe 
Canons, or did inſpire the pen of the Scribe or Re- 
2gifter who wrote them. And cruly, if I may 
joyn Hiſtorians to thoſe Councils and thoſe Fa- 
thers, Euſebius in his 6. Book and 8. Chapter, 
Socrates in his 7. Book and 41.Chaprter, do 
make the Word megofuliecr, the laſt word in this 
Text, bear the ſame ſenſe and meaning with 
 wewfilefr, Which ſignifies not a Presbytery of El- 
ders, but the very Office of an Elder,ordained and 
made a Biſhop 

Indeed this Text in Greek, if wetranſpoſe the 
words a lictle, doth ſeem to favor this Opinion, 
and may be made to.run thus; -.Md dyixe 5 tr got 
yeeiouel& 74 ngeohvleeke, 3 idbby vor dun menleies, pill divas 
% xoy6r. That is, Neglett not the gift of Elderſhip 
Which is in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy, 
with the laying on of Hands. Where it would nor 
be hard to prove to you by the beſt primitive 
Records, That the word Elderſhip, where ere tis 
uſed in the Writings of the New Teſtament, fig- 
nihes the dignity and office of a Biſhop. 

Nay,ifyou will hear me quote a more authen: 
tick Author then all theſe, not for his antegrity, 
(for he was ay vos to Biſhops ) nor yet for his 
parts, (for St. Ferome ſure had greater) but for 
his authority, which ought notto be queſtion'd, 
when the Enemy of a cauſe bears witneſs to the 

Truth . 
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Truth, Mr.Calvin himſelf was of this Opinion 
who in the 4. Book of his Inſtitutions, and the 
.3; Chapter, hath tranſlated this Greek.:Text into 
this modern Latine, Fac ut gratia quam per manuum 
impoſitionem accepiſty, cum te  Presbyterum crearem, 
non ſit irrita. "Fake heed the grace or favour 
which was beſtowed upon thee by the laying or 
of Hands, when I made thee a Presbyter, were 
not given thee in vain. Where though he do 
miſtake the word x4aua for xdes, which ſ1gni- 
fies a grace or favour, as the 'other doth a gift 
yet hedid not erre when he made both words 
agree inthis, that in this place _y {ignifie an 
Office given by the Church. 
But what need I quote Authorities either anci- 
ent or more modern, when I have a clear demon- 
ſtration of Gods Spirit, that by the gift here in 
this place is meant an Office given * For doth 
not St. Paul remove all Clouds, and lend a Sun- 
beam to this Text, in the 4. Chapter of the Ephe- 
ftans, from the $.to the 12. Verſe ? Doth he not 
there ſtrike one of the chief {trings in Davids 
harp, and ſay, That Chriſt aſcended up on high, that 
he led captivity captive, and that he gave gifts to men 2 
And what were thole gifts * The 11. Verſe re- 
ſolves you; they were the ſeveral Offices and 
Orders in his Church : He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, "6 PaStors, and ſome 
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Teachers; as you may read in that place. And 
of the : Saints, for the work 
of the Miniſtry, for the building of: bis Chure, as the 
End isexpreſt inthe 12.Verle ofthar Chapter. 
Onely by the way I cannot but obſerve, 
That in the beſtowing of thoſe gifts , thoſe 
Church-Offices and Fan&ions.,, as none wereto 
artake them without commiſfion from the 
Church; fo leſt the Church Thould errein the ad- 
miſsion of the pertons, they {till brought their 
Letters Teſtimonial fromGods Spirit. 
fome Prophet deſrgned and named themto their 
Office, before the Church drew up their Patent, by 
the Impoſition of their Hands. © Which is the 
Conge D*Eflire, or third part ofthis Texr,-name- 
ch markt out this Biſhop 


all this for the perfe mg 


ly, the Prophecies whi 
for. his See. | 
What Prophet 'twas, or whether one or "many 
by whom the holy Ghoſt defign'd this Biſhop to 
his Office, is wrapt up in a Cloud which affords 
no light to ſee by. But ſure 'twas none of the 
old Prophets, who though they were called Seers, 
yet this perſon ſtood roo diſtant to fall within. 
And becauſe the nameof the new 
Prophet is not ſet down in particular, the moſt 
we cando is to ſeck for him by conjecture. 
In the 21. Chapter of the As, at the 8,9. 
Verlies,'tis laid, that St.Paul in his Travels with 


thetr View. 
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this Diſciple in his Train, came to Ceſares, where 
dwelr Philip the Evangeliſt ; Into whoſe houſe they 
entered, und abode there many dayes : And that Phis 
lip had four daughters, Virgins, which did hy | 
Again, 'tis ſaid at the 10, 11. Verſes of that 

Chapter, that Whileſi they ſtaid there, a certain Pre- 
phet named Agabus came down from Judza, who pro- 
phefied againſt Pauls going to Jerulalem. Now 
che circumſtances of Perſons, Time and Place 
thus laid cogerher, have made it probable to 
ſome, that ſome one of theſe She-propheteſſes, 
converſing daily with him, or that Agabus, who 


Farewarned St. Paul of his impriſonment and bonds, 


wereopportunely moved by Gods Spirit in thac 
place, to nominate this 7wmothy ro his Biſhoprick 
and Charge, of which St. Paul no longer could be 
an Over-ſeer. 

And great reaſon there was why the Prophets 
ſhould have ahand in all ſuch ſacred Nominati- 
ons ; who ftanding next tothe Apoſtles in the Bull 
and Catalogue of Honour, (for there were firſt 
ApoiWes, then Prophets, then Evangelis, then Pa- 


ftors ) As an £vangeliſt was a ovingſ&, a Fellow: 


labourer or Aſviſtant to a travelling Apoſtle inthe 
diſperſion of the Goſpel; ſo when he was to fix 
and ferrle in ſome one certain place, and from an 
itinerant Preacher or Evangelift was to pals into a 
Biſhop, for: order ſake ſome Prophet, who ſtood 
x E 2 next 
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next in rank above him, wasto recommend him. 


to the Conſecration of the Church, to point him 
out his Diceſe where he was to. reſide, with the 
full power of an Apoſtle fixt.and ſeated to his 
charge. So that the buſineſs of thoſe Prophets 
was partly to forete/lche contingent future acci- 
dents which were to happen inthe Church, part- 
ly to provide fit Guides and Rulers tor it. 

But whoe're the Prophet was (for 'tis but Cu- 
rioſity to-ſearch)the ſame holy Spirit which did 
conſecrate our Sawour to be the Head of the 
Church, and to publiſh his own Goſpel, in the 
4. Chapter of St. Luke at the 18. Verſe, where 
he ſayes, and quotes the Prophet Efay for it, The 


irit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed 


me to preach the Goſpel ; and the ſame holy Spirit 
who commiſsioned the 4poſtles to go and plant 
2 Church in all Nations ofthe World; the ſame 
holy Spirit, I (ay, did direct and guide the Church 
in the choice of the: perſons who were to follow 
and ſucceed them. 
For here if I may draw waters from the ſame 
Fountains and Spring-heads from whence others 
have poured forth their Diſcourſes on this ſubje&, 
Inthefirſt Age of the Church , when 'twas bur 
yera tender plant, the firſt buſineſle ofthe 4po- 
ſtles was in their Fravels through the World, to 
convert. it. from 1dolatrie, and to gain. Proſelytes. 
re: 
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to-Chriſt. When the number of Believers was 
every. where,increaſt, and the name of Chriſtian, 
which ar firſt began at Antioch, was every where 
diſperſtas far as Words were Names of perſons ; 
the next buſineſs of the Apoſtles (whoſe commiſ- 
 fion hike the Sun's was never to ſtand till or 
ſettle in one place, but ſtill ro move like him 
from one Countrey to another) was to mould 
their new Believers into well-form'd and govern'd 
Churches, or gy in great Cities, ſuch as Epheſus 
and Corinth , and to appoint chem Over- ſeers, 

who ſhould both teach and rulethe Flock: leſt 
being left like Sheep withour a Shepherd to o're- 
look them, they either ſhould be {wallowed up 
by their own Hereſies and Schiſms, or ſhould 
break out of the Fold, and relapſe back again to 
Heathens. 

Theſe Overſeers , or, as the Scripture calls 
them, Tos 6HoKoTes Ths Tolumnss: Theſe Biſhops of the 
Flock, they were compelled to chuſe out of their 
new Converts and D ;{ſciples ; who in that infancy 
of time, that famineof great Parts, were gene- 
rally men whoſe Faith was far greater then their 
Knowledge.; men not bred in Schools, unskilled. 
in Tongues and Arts, eſpecially the Art «,Jexlon- 
xeldrn, the. Art of Ruling well. Indeed. they 
were ſuch men as. St. Paul deſcribes in that 
mean and humble Map which. he drew. of thoſe 


Times, 
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Times, in the firſt Chapter of his firſt Epiſtſe to 
the Cormthians, at the 26. and 27. Verſes, where 
he fayes, 1e ſee your calling, Brethren, how that not 
many Wiſe men aftcr the fleſh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called : But God hath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the World to confound the wiſe, and weak 
things of the World to confound the mighty , and baſe 
things, and thmgs deſpiſed, and things that are not, 
hath God choſen, to annuhilate and brmg to nought the 
things that are. G 5 
To ſupply this great Defect;the holy Ghoſt was 
fain to alsift the very Apoſtles in the making of 
their choices, and to furniſh men with gifts and 
parts which might hc them for #leAtrons. 
Nay, the perfons generally were ſo ungifted; raw, 
wunkarned, 1m all kinds fo unfit to rule or govern 
in the Church , that he was fain to qualifie 
them ina way of new creation, to make Things 
Which were not brmg to nought the things that were , 
togive form to ſhapeleſſe matter, to change their 
Ignorance to Knowledge, to make unwiſe men wiſe, 
and to raifetheir Wiſdom out of nothmg; tocall 
Lizht out of Darkneſſe, and then divide it imto 
Stars; to make thole learned Shepherds who 
were bur lately Sheep, able to defend their Flocks 
fromthe molt fierce and learnedWolves : In ſhort, 
call a Church-out of a Chaos, and give a beauty 
to confuſion ; to diſpoſe;the ſeveral parts into 
well- 
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well-tuned Orbes and Spheres , to place great 
Lights in this new Firmament, which were to rule 
the Day, and leſſer Lights to drive and chace awa 
the Night; wasa Work which required the 1u- 
mination of Gods Spirit, to hald a Torch to thoſe 
who had elle ſtood in the dark. 


And this 1s that which Se. Chryſoſtom, Oecume- 


nius, T heodoret,Theopbylaft, and many other anci- 
ent Writers have very well obſerved. For 
St. Chryfoftom in his Comment upon this very 
Text fayes, that" in this childbood , this nonage- 
of the Church, 39% iyinls dibponiry Liep, That no- 
thing was done as Mavs Wiſdome did. direct ; 
20. 416 Toplies, but by the direFion of Gods Spi- 
rit: whoſe buſinels 'twas not onely 7d winole 
drafyiaatr, TO forerell things to come ; and inodre 
wefuriru, but to reveal chings preſent roo, eſpe- 
cially inthe choice. of fit Rulers in the Church. 
Clemens Romanus. (peaking of thoſe Rulers ſayes, 
That the firſt Biſhops which were made were 
made by the Apoſtles » Poxtuetorles ml mrevunlt, having 
tryed them by the Spirit. Oecumentus allo ſpeaks as if 
the other held his pen, and fayes almoſt in the 
ſame form of wor ds 2.7 190uel© Tegsttaiylvorle Hnororwer, 
The firſt Biſhops were made Biſhops by the appointment 
of Gods Spirit. T hus St. Paul and Barnabas were 
of Preachers made Apoſtles, AF. 13.2. thus Titus 


was made Metropolitane of Creet, Tit.1.5. and thus 
Twnothy, 
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Timothy in this Text was made the firſt Epheſian 
Biſhop, #s neqwies, by the Spirit of God deſign- 
ing of him by the Prophets. - 

Nay, Euſebius in the third Book of his Eccleſt- 
aftical Hiſtory, taking Clemens of Alexandria for his 
Chronologer and Warrant, ſayes , That this 
way of making Biſhops,by the Appointment of Gods 
Spirit, was obſerved in the Church till the death of 
St. John, who after his return from his baniſh- 
ment to Epheſus, being intreated by the Church 
there to provide for ſucceſsn, went through all 
the Regions near in a holy Y1/itation, axigy tre ws 
xAngaguy of Vo 7% mreuuelO- enuarroidpay, and ordained ſuch 
a Clergie as the hdly Ghoſt revealed. So that they 
who have been curious to compute St. Fohns re- 
turn, which was in the Reign of Nerva, the 98. 
year of Chriſt, 30. years after St. Pauls martyrdom, 
do reckon, That from the day of Pentecoſt, in 
which the holy Ghoſt deſcended on the Apoſtles 
in cloven Tongues of fire, to the time of St. John's * 
death, which was in the 100. ear of Chriſt, this 
way of making Biſhops by the deſignation of Gods 
Spirit, continued in the Church 66. years com- 

lete. : | 

At which time the Church having taken ge- 
neral root, and from a grainof Muſtard-ſeed be- 
ing becomea ſpacious Tree, ableto diffuſe ir ſelf 
without Miracles and Wonders, thoſe gifts of 


Gods 


- - —- — 
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Gods Spirit which had brought it to this 
Growth, and had every where furniſhe it with 
Rulers (ent from Heaven, like the Manna 1n the 
Scripture, ceaſt to fall on thoſe who had 
now the Promiſed Land given to them in pol- 
ſeſsion. 

But yet though all this be true, we are 
not to ſuppoſe that Gods Spirit. did ſo whol- 
| ly ingrofle this buſinefſe ro himſelf, as to ob- 
trude thole new Rulers on the Church without 
cheir Allowance and Approbation roo. He one- 
ly did dire and name and recommend them ; 
*rwas left to the Church to admit them to their 
Cures: he bur deſigned the Perſons, the Church 
gave them Ordination , by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery. Which deſcribes to 
us the Forme of this Biſhops Conſecration , and 
comes 1n the fourth place to be conſidered and 
examined. 

"Tis obſerved, that the Spirit of God; who 
in the Jewiſh Church (poke by the ſeveral ſpark- 
lings of thoſe precious ſtones or Jewels, which 
ſhined in the Breſt-plate of Aaron the Fiigh- 
prieſt, wherea Diamond and Amethyſt 'gave Oraz 
cles and Anſwers, and an Agate might be rec- 
koned into the number of the Prophets, remo- 
ved thoſe precious ſtones into the twelve Apo- 
{tles, and made them twelve Foundation-ſtones 
F in 


his (onſe- 


Crattion, 
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in the new Building of Chriſts Chiwch; a5 you may 
read in the 21, Chapter of the Revelation, at the 
18,15, Verſes. | | 

Certainly, "® OI in that Church condu- 
ced ro Piety 8nd Order, whatever might be 
made a patterne for reli ons Imitation, the Chri- 

| flian Church tranſcribed as hol Platf formes of 
their 'build@ry. The Warers of Baptiſm , the 
Bread and Wine in-the other Sacrament , the 
Diſtin&tion of their- Hherarchie 1nto Higher 
Preeſts and- Lower, and. the Ordination of thoſe 
Priefts by the laying 01 of Hands , 'were bor- 
rowed and tranflated from che old- Temple to 
the new. 

In the purſuit and handling of which loft, 
namely, the laymg vn of Hands, (which is the 
proper Theme and Sabject of this Text) two 
things I will obſerve to you : Firſt, the ſeveral 
Ends and ſes ro which it was applied : next, who 
che Perſons were who vere commilcioned to 
apply It. 

Firſt, as for the ſeveral Ends and Uſes of this 
Cerrmany ,; , In the times of the Old Teftament 
'rwas ſometimes made uſe of in a way or 
forme of Bleſing. Thus Facob laid his hands 
upon the two ſores of foſeph, and Bleſt them 
en his Death-bed, in the 48. Chapter of Ge- 


mefas, atthe 14. Verſe. Nay, in this way of 


bleſSing, 
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bleſſing, if we may believe Lipfius in his Book 
De Cruce , or ſeveral ſorts of Croſſes , the ſame 
holy Spirit who revealed the Shilob ro him, 


the promiſed Meſs, Chriſt, who ſuffered on 


the Croſſe, did dire& and guide his Hands 
to da ſomething like a Chriſtian : far in lay- 
ing his right hand on the younger Son, and his 
lefc hand on the elder, the croſſe poſtures of the 
Children on whom he laid his hands, made his 
Impoſition bear the figure of a Croſſe. 

Next, this laying on of hands was ſometimes 
made ule of in the making and creation of a 
great Miniſter of State. Thus Moſes did chuſe 
Joſuah to ſucceed him in his Power, in the 27. 
Chapter of Numbers,at the laſt Verſe. And thus 
Senators were admitted into the great Sanedrim 
or Council, wl' #itiows I xeygor, by the laying on of the 
hands of ſome ofthe elder Senators ; as the'Thal- 


mudiſts report. 
In the New Teſtament this Ceremony was 


as diverlly applied. Our Saviour Chriſt laid 


his hands upon the little children brought unto him, 
and bleſt them, ſayes the Text, of which this 
was the mark and /igne ; in the 10. Chapter 


of St. Mark, at the 16. Verſe. "Twas alſo 


made uſe of in the Y'iſatation of the Sick; in 
the 16. Chapter of St. Mark, atthe 18. Verſe. 


But it never was omitted in the Conſecration 
F 2 | of 
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of a Biſhop, | Ordination 'of a Prieſt, nay, of a. 
Deacon too. Onely to make it the more /0- 
lemne and effeftuall , the Church added uſual- 
ly their Prayers and Faſtings roo. Thus Saint 
Paul was made a Preacher by the laying on of 


hands, - in the 9. Chapter of the: 4&s, at the I 2: 


i2. Verſe. And thus Saint Paul and Barna- 
bas were of Preachers made. Apoſtles : the El- 
ders and Prophets Which were at; Antioch ha- 
Ting faſted, and prayed, and laid their hands ups 
en them, ſent them away ; in the 13. Chapter of 
the 4s, at the 3. Verſe. And thus Timothy. in 
this 'Text was made the fir/# Biſhop 'of Ephe- 
ſus » wel' Gnfiotus of yegoy , by the. laying ' ON of 


Hands. | 


But why by the laying on of Hands ? ſome 
diſputing men have ask'd.. Why: by ſuch a 
Forme, luch a Ceremony as this > Why not by 
a Licence drawne up in Writing from the 
Church ? Nay, ſayez the Independent Preacher , 
by a Licence from- the State # I muſt confeſle 
the Queſtion is not fo hardly anſwered as 


his, who askt what God did before he made EY 


the World, what kind of Fruit 'twas by 
which our firſt Parents fell, where they had 
the Needle which ftirch'd their Leaves toge- 
ther, or where they had the Thred. before the 
Art of Spinning was found out.. For here 


ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe I ſhould reply, and give this for 
an Anſwer, That 'twas Gods Will to have it 
ſo, fo directing by. his Spirit: Who then art 
thou, O Man, Who dareit diſpute with God ? Muſt 
the Potter give a Reaſon of his Actions to his 
Clay ? 

Burt God, who made the World in Num- 
ber, Weight and Meaſure, who never did a 
thing ſuperfluous or vaine, but made Order 
ro diſtinguiſh his Creation from a Chaos, with- 
our which his {11x dayes Works had ſtill lain in a 
confuſion, proceeded by a Reaſon, nay, a multi- 
rude of Reaſons, in this way of giving Order to 
his Church. | 

For, Firſt, what would men have him 
do ? Iſſue forth commiſS$ions to the Rulers of 


;. his Church, as he did to the Apoſtles, in Mi- 


racles nad Wonders ? Had he gone no further, 
he muſt have ſtill wrought Wonders, to per- 
{wade the doubting World that they were 
Rulers ſent by him. | And fo when fuch Mi- 


. racles, ſuch Signes and Wonders ceaſt, the Church 


for want of Miracles muſt. have wanced Ru- 
lers, and then for want of Rulers muſt have 
ceaſt to be a Church. The Gifts of the Holy 


Ghoſt, which'I mentioned to you before, 


' though they made men fit, and prepared. 


O 


them. to. be Rulers; yer being mviſible, ſecret, 


and: 
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and unſeen , without ſome outward mark to 
make them own'd and knowne, to thoſe who 
knew them not would but have paſt for private 
Spirit,not able to gain publick faith to the perſons 
thus commiſ$ion'd. 

Some outward Mark was needful then to 
let the People know who the Perſons were 
whom God deſigned to be their Guides. As 
to ler the Fews know that Chriſt was to be 
their Head, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on 
him in the figure of a Dove ; and to let all 
Nations know who were to be their Tea: 
chers, in the ſight of all Nations then afſem- 
bled at feruſalem, the Holy Ghoſt fell on the 
Apoſtles in cloven Tongues of fire : So to let 
after-Ages know who were to be their Lea- 
ders, the ſame Holy Ghoſt appointed the lay- 
ing on of Hands, as the way and forme of iſſu- 
ing forth his conmiſSons by the Church. And the 
Reaſons of this Ceremony were yet more clear- 
ly theſe. 

There be two wayes, ſayes the Civil Law, 
- by which men take poſſeſſion , and fo gaine 
a propriety in a thing which was not theirs. 
It it be a thing immoveatle, as Lands, Tene- 
ments or Houles, by treading on the Soyle 


they take Poſleſsion by their Feet , if it be 


a moveable, as Goods, Money, Ware or Ser- 
vant, 
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vant, to gaine to themſelves a property, they 
take poſleſsion by their Hands. So when 
God called a Man to be his Miniſter or Ser- 
vant, as to preach, or beare ſome publick Of- 
fice in his Church, by the Hands of his Church 
he took poſſeſſon of him , and the perſon 
thus laid Hands on was no more his owne, bur 
Gods. 

Next, this laying on of Hands , as it was a 
forme of Alienation, by which the perſon thus 


ordained did quit all Itereft in himſelf, and. 


paſt himſelf away to the Service of Gods 
Church , fo it was 'a forme of Hallowins and 
Conſecration too. The Caſe ſtood with men 
ordamed as it did wich other chings made hr- 
ly. As for Example, In the Old Teſtament, 
2 Beaſt in the herd was but a common creas 
ture of the Field, indifferent for the Sham: 
bles or to be made a Sacrifice : Burt being 


fercht from thence and brought into the 


Temple, when the Prieſts which waited there 


had laid their hands upon him, he was no more 
one of the herd, but an Oblation for the Al- 
tar; and of a Beaſt became the Expiation of a 
Smne. The Stones in the Quarrey are but 
vulgar, common ſtones, indifferent to be wroughr 
into a Kitchin or a Temple : Burt being fetchr 
from thence, and made a. conſecrated Building, 
that 
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that which was a common heap becomes a houſe 
of Prayer. Once more : The Waters run- 
ning in the Streame , or drawne out of the 
IWell, are but a common Element, no holier then 
the Streame : Bur being poured into the Fort, 
and there applied to Baptiſme , that which 
was common Water puts on the nature of a 
Sacrament. And I might fay as much of the 
Lords Supper too ; "The bread in the common 
lump is indifferent for all 'Tables, no holier 
then the Sheafe, or Corne ungathered in the 
Field : But being made into a Loafe , and 
ſet upon the holy Table, and there being rou- 
ched and hallowed by the Prieft, that which 
was a Loafe becomes the body of our Savi- 
our. In ſhort, as Holineſſe, in the beſt and 
ſtricteſt Definition of ir, is nothing but the 
ſeparation or apartment of a thing from a com- 
mon tiſe to a religious and divine, (as the Sab- 


bath was called holy, becauſe a common part of 


Time was divided from the reſt, and allot- 
ted to Gods ſervice: ) fo a man thus ordain- 
ed by the laymg on of hands, became a pzrion 
ſeparated from the common heap of Men, a perſon 
hallowed for a Work whoſe Inſtitution was 
drvine. 

Thirdly, how ſhall men preach except they be 
ſent ? ſayes Saint Paul, in the 10. Chapter of 


the 


by 


- made a Bijhop by Saint Peter, and thus by 
G 
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© the Romans, at the 15. Verſe. Where the 


Queſtion is not put as if it were phyſically 
impoſsiþle for men to preach to others with- 
out Authority or Licence from the Church. In 
our late licencious Times, where Men 1n- 
{pired themſelves, the Cobler, Weaver, Tin- 
ker, and Lay-preaching Souldier did it, and 
went up into the Pulpit with a Sword by 
their Side, or with an Awle, or Shuttle, or 
Trowel in their Hand. But Quo Fure ? 
Where, was their Warrant or Commiſion to 
do ſo ? Who ſigned and fealed their Patent 
by the laying on of hands ? Certainly, it Men 

ave not power to preach without this Az 
thorizing Forme , I am not Eraſtian enough to 
believe that they may aſſume the power 
and uſage of the Keyes, Excommunicate , Or: 
daine , Confirme , Deliver up to Satan, and ju- 
dicially paſſe Cenſures upon Schiſmes, Hereſies and 
Scandals. 

This then being clear, the next thing to 
be enquired is, who the Perſons were who 
were commiſSioned to do this. If we may be- 
lieve Ireneus, Euſebius and Tertullan , the Apo- 
files ſingly did it by their laying on of hands. 
Thus Polycarp at Smyrna was made a Biſhop 
by Saint Jehn, thus Euodius at Antioch was 


the 


Af 
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the ſame hands were Linus, Cletus, Clemens 
Romanus made at Rome. Nay, in che firſt 
Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle to Timnnthyj car 
the ſixth Verſe, 'tis ſaid , That by Saint 
Paul's hands alone this Biſhop was ordained ; 
Stir up the Gift of God which ts in thee, {ayes the 
Apoſtle in that place, which was oiven thee by 
the putting on of my hands. | | 
Why 1s there mention made then in this 
Text of a Presbytery * What means this'Pres- 
bytery, with their laying on of hands *? Doo you 
not wonder, holy Fathers, that the ſame. Ma- 
ſter Calvin, who took chis Word Presbytery 
for the Office of an Elder, ſhould from-rhe 
{ame Word {et up his meer 2u\fteior Evpmndloy, his 
compounded mixt 'Presbytery of Spiritual and Lay- 
Elders ? A thing of which: Airixzs che, Here- 
tick never dreamt , nor did {chyras or Collu- 
thus ever receiwe inro their Fancy. Cercam- 
ly, thoſe famous Lights and Fathers of the 
Church, Satnt Ch 'ry/oftome, Theodavet; J heophy- 
lack, and others,, were lo} far from: iatlow- 


188 of Lay: Elders in this -W ork, irhar they 


would not allow a Preshyter to lay Hanis upon 
a Biſhop ; s yoo Ss mevofiriogu Toy COLTS  bicghervr, A 
Infertour Priej s aſSiſted. not. at :thas hi igher 2Confe- 
crattion. "Twas itill done by | an Ypoſthe , 'or | 
by ſome other Biſhops ; at- leaſt by two or 

three, 
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three, ſay the Canons called Apoſtolick. 
Which cleares the ſeeming contradifion be- 
eween this Text, which ſayes, That Timothy 
was ordained by the hands of the Pr esbytery ; 
and thar other Text 2 Tm. 6. which ayes , 
Thar Saint Paul ordained him by his lay- 
" ing mm of hands : Both Texts joyned together 
are thus fairly reconciled ; he was ordain- 
ed by Saint Paul afsifted by the Biſhops, cal- 
led here the Presbytery or Elders on the 
place. 
And now | boy Fathers , it you will heare 
me draw your Pedigree from the Sprmg-head 
downe the Streame, your Order and the. Chri- 
Han Church, with its Relioion too , had the 
ſame divine 0r iginal, and derives it ſelf from 
Heaven ; God ſent his Sonne, his Sonne ſent 
Apoſtles , the Apoſtles made Biſhops and thoſe 
Biſhops made their Succeſſors : And all this 
by one and the ſame auchencick Patent, As 
my Father ſent me , ſo ſend iT you, ſayes Chriſt 
in the 20. Chapter of Saint fohn, at the 21. 
Verſe. An Order which hath ſtood out all 
the Injuries of Time, Perſecutions of the Hea- 
chens, Oppoſition of Philoſophers , Contradifts 
on of Hereticks , even all the Powers of Hell, 
which have frived ro ſhake it by their vith 


lence and ſtormes. An Order which hath fal- 
2 G 2 led 
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led our Calendars with Saints, our Hſtories, 
with Fathers, Holy Confeſlours and Mar- 
tyrs. An Order which is promiſed to be as 
laſting as the Sun ; for, Lo, 1 am with you to | 
the end of the World, ſayes our Saviour Chriſt 
the Founder of your Order, in the 28. Chap- - [> 
ter of Saint Matthew, at the laſt Verſe. Laft- | 
ly, an Order in our Engliſh Church recovered | 


out of Raines, made glorious after Shipwreck , 
victorious over the Rage and Sacrilege of 
thoſe who raiſed a Storme in hope to enrich 
themſelves wich Spoyles. In ſhort, an Order 
which nothing can ecliple, endanger or ex- 
pole to the Malice or Deſigns of thoſe who So 
would deſtroy it, but the Negligence or want 
of care in thoſe whole Order "tis Which 
ſhould be the laſt part of this Text, expreſt 
tous in theſe words, wi auiane 5 xedouel&-, Do not | 
neoleft your Gift. 

But this being a piece of holy Counſel , 
much fitter for Saint Paul tro preach out of _- 
this Pulpit to Men ſo like himfelf, then for | 
me ſo much inferiour in Gifts and Station to you : 4 
For me to teach. a Biſhop how to over-look his 
Charge, to. preſcribe him Rules of Government, ar 
to hold a Candleto: him. in his laying onof hands, | 
or Wark of Ordination , for me to inſtruct 


him how to. admit fit Paſtors to their Cares F 
| ole 


Preached at Lambeth, 
fic Shepherds to their Flocks ; where to let 


looſe his holy Thunders, and to call them 


back againe ; where to uſe the Rod, and 


where to poure in Oyle , laſtly, how to de- 
port himſelf with all Gravity in publick, and 
how to demeane himſelf with all Prety at 
home , would be an undertaking like the 
fooliſh Orator's in Tully, who in a Speech 
to Hannibal taught him the Art of War; for 
which by that great Souldier he was accoun- 
red mad. - Having therefore, Reverend Fathers, 
profeft my Submiſſion and Obedience to thoſe 
Rules and Orders which you ſhall prefcribe 
ro me, but my very great unfitneſle to preach 
Lawes and Rules to you ; I hope my Modeſty 
will gain me your pardon and excuſe, if I 
here put a. period and concluſion to this Sermon. 


- 


